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THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
THOUGH the defeat of the Democrats at the polls
in 1863 and the now definitely friendly attitude of
England had done much to secure the stability of
the Lincoln Government., this success was due in
part to a figure which now comes to the front
and deserves attentive consideration. Indeed the
work of Salmon Portland Chase, Secretary of the
Treasury, forms a bridge, as one might say, be-
tween the first and second phases of Lincoln's
administration.
The interesting Englishman who is the latest
biographer of Lincoln says of Chase: "Unfor-
tunately, this imposing person was a sneak."
But is Lord Charnwood justified in that surpris-
ing characterization? lie finds support in the
testimony of Secretary Welles, who calls Chase,
'"artful dodger, unstable, and unreliable." And
yet there is another side, for it is the conven-
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